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Still you honestly deem yourselves friends of peace, and tell us you are promo- 
ting it by the diffusion of these essentially warlike principles. You bid us 
spread the gospel, — these views of the gospel, — and make all men Christians, — 
such Christians as you are, such as the Christian fighters in the Crimea are, — 
and then war, all war, will cease ! We do not question your sincerity in this 
strange sort of logic ; but we entreat you, under a due sense of your high and 
awful responsibilities on the subject, to ask yourselves before the God of Peace, 
the great searcher of hearts, how your present habits of mind, even if spread 
over all the earth, can ever put an end to war, to the very custom which they 
have so long supported under the gospel in every Christian land. 



LETTER FROM MR. COAN. 

Hilo, Hawaii. March 2, 1855. 
Rev. O. C. Beckwith, D. D., Secretary, <SfC. 

My dear, Honored Brother, — On the 5th of September I wrote you at 
some length. Since then I have been gratified with the receipt of your favor 
of August 28th. The receipt of your valuable box of publications has been 
gratefully acknowledged. Most of the contents of the box are already scat- 
tered wide over the waters. Some were sent to brother Green, and to other 
stations on the islands. Another box will be acceptable, if you can spare 
them. I would like as many bound volumes of your Society's publications 
as you can afford, of all kinds. They are just what I want to put into the 
hands of naval gentlemen, and masters and officers of ships. O, that you 
had funds to scatter these healing leaves among all the nations. Every sea- 
men's chaplain, every missionary, every gospel minister, should have them. 
They should be in the Kremlin, in the palace of the Russian Autocrat, in 
the Turkish Divan, in the halls of all princes. What excellent maga- 
zines they would furnish for the Black Sea and Baltic fleets. What healing 
leaves to be scattered over the bloody fields of the Crimea ; and how sooth- 
ing and dove-like, could they but hover over and around the thundering bas- 
tions and smoking ramparts of Sevastopol. One broad-side of them, thrown 
point-blank into the brains and heart of the Czar, would silence all those 
fiery batteries, whose awful roar now shakes the world to its utmost bounds. 
I say nothing of the cerebrum of the northern army. In Kussia there is but 
one head and one heart. And would " the Allied Powers" once truly ally 
themselves with " the Prince of Peace," they might save all their blood and 
treasures to bless the world. 

But, if we cannot make "the rulers of this world," and the great nations 
of the earth, think as we do, still we feel the assurance that our senti- 
ments are right — that they are heaven-born, and will ultimately prevail. 
Peace men may be ridiculed as visionary theorists, and despised as practical 
imbeciles; and yet the time will come when the principles we advocate will 
rule the world with a law as sure and as potent as the forces which bind and 
control the physical universe. But their time has not yet come. It will, how- 
ever, be hastened or retarded by human agency ; and in this view of the 
subject, a solemn responsibility rests on the church of the present age. 

All civilized people profess an abhorence of aggression, or unprovoked 
warfare ; and consequently we find all belligerents comforting themselves 
with the plea, that they are forced to fight, and that they are acting only on 
the defensive. Such was ever the plea of Napoleon, and such the assertion 
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of all his enemies. And such is the declaration of each and every of the 
four great powers who are now deluging Europe with blood. I know the argu- 
ment for strictly defensive warfare is plausible, strong and apparently logical. 
In fact it looks almost like demonstration. But, after all, I dare not trust it. 
It is not the gospel — it is notChrist-like. The reasoning of Dr. Allen and 
others, seems candid and sound ; but I apprehend the premises are false. 
. God has promised peace to the individual and the nation whose mind is 
stayed on him, or to that faith which works righteousness in truth and in 
love. Want of such faith leads men to abandon the peaceful ground, and 
hasten to redress their own wrongs. The very weakness of an individual 
sometimes affords a happy security. Had the Hawaiian race been a numer- 
ous and strong people, they had long ago engaged in bloody combat with 
other powers ; but conscious weakness has driven them to seek protection in 
the moral sentiments of the world, and they have appealed to a mightier 
power than that of armies and navies. True, they have suffered insult and 
indignity, and their occasional humiliation and degredation have been more 
than the proud hearts of the great and the noble of this world would bear ; 
but by meekly bowing to the wrathful tempest, and by a patient continuance 
in doing right, they have put many a proud enemy to shame, foiled the base 
schemes of many;an adroit statesman, and risen, from a temporary pressure, to 
enjoy a more serene peace and a fresher glory. 

Now, if such be, to some extent surely, the fruits of a physical and moral 
necessity, — for, had these nations been as mighty as France, there would 
have been times when all the influence of this mission could not have pre- 
vented their appeal to arms, — what then would not be the moral influence 
of a great, an enlightened, a powerful, a magnanimous nation, like Great 
Britain, France, or the United States, dismantling her fleets, disbanding her 
armies, and proclaiming to the world her determination to be ruled hence- 
forth only by the laws of truth, justice, forbearance and love! Would 
this be the signal for the nations to rush upon and despoil her? Never! 
never ! until the great moral laws of the universe are reversed. There is 
something sacred and awful in virtue, and its final conquest is sure. 

But these sentiments are not believed by most men, not even by many of 
the ambassadors of the Prince of Peace. How, then, can the cause we ad- 
vocate be established? To many good men our words are not those of truth 
and soberness. But to us they appear to be in harmony with the doc- 
trines and the example of our Great High Priest. And surely it would seem 
that, if there are any traits in his character, or any points in his life, where 
we can or ought to imitate him, the principles and the practice of peace, 
or non-resistance, are such. Did he ever revile, threaten, or retaliate ? 
Did he ever teach his disciples to do so ? Did he not assure his enemies 
that his disciples could not fight, — no, not even for Him, who was truth it- 
self! And why ? Because his kingdom is j not of this world. Higher, 
wiser, kinder and mightier laws govern him and his people, than those 
which control the reasonings, the feelings, and the acts of men of this 
world. 

Am I wrong in my sentiments ? If so, how thankful I will be to be unde- 
ceived on a question involving such vast consequences to the present and to 
future ages. But let princes, statesmen, soldiers, and divines even, say what 
they will, still a silent instinct bids me shrink from the doctrines of man ; and 
amid the strife of tongues, and the din of arms, my heart retires under the 
covert of Him whose example is as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land. 

Were I able, how it would delight me to give a premium of $500 for the 
best history, &c., of the present European war. I think your Society, unless 
anticipated by some European Peace Society, should take steps to enrich 
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your library with a full and thorough treatise on the subject suggested. God 
will, assuredly, bring good out ot this appalling struggle, and the wrath of 
man, yes of the Czar, shall yet praise Him. But let the friends of man, and 
the disciples of the Prince of Peace, watch the signs of the times, and listen 
to the " sound in the tops of the mulberry trees," so as to follow the foot- 
steps of the Lord, and become co-workers with Him in fulfilling his high be- 
hest, his grand and gracious designs to our race. 

I now forward you, as another mite from the church at Hilo, a draft on 
the A. B. C. F.M., for fifty dollars ; and should you find any indviduals, so- 
ciety, or church, who will make up the deficit, I will see that you have one 
hundred dollars more, within a reasonable time, to offer as a premium to the 
one who shall write the best history of the war in Europe. Should the sug- 
gestion strike you and your friends favorably, you will be so kind as to give 
me an early reply. 

We wish to send you $100 now ; but, as we are striving to collect funds 
for a good meeting-house, and as there are many objects we wish to help, 
fifty dollars are all we can appropriate to your cause at this time. But this 
is by no means commensurate with our desires, or with the importance of 
the objects contemplated. Our hearts long to give you thousands annually, 
and we are pained to hear your funds are so low. When will the church 
study " loss and gain" by a spiritual arithmetic ! War gloats on its millions ; 
peace begs for its pennies. 

It does appear to me that the men of the church have " another gospel." 
It is surprising and painful to know that such multitudes of professed disci- 
ples of the meek Redeemer, and even many eminent ministers, advocate 
war and slavery with such bold assurance. Like the proud and haughty 
"princes of this world," they preach the doctrine of retaliation under the 
name of justice, and even invoke our holy religion to sanction their vindic- 
tive pride, and false notions of honor. Do they read, do they " ponder and 
inwardly digest," such texts, as " Love your enemies," " Do good to all men," 
" See that none render evil for evil," " Dearly beloved, avenge not your- 
selves," " Resist not evil," " Live in Peace," "Whence come wars and fight- 
ing ?" "Be kindly afFectioned, tender-hearted, forgiving one another in 
love. Live in peace, and the God of love and peace shall be with you ?" 
Is it said, 'this is all personal, and does not apply to nations in their organ- 
izations ?' I cannot now argue the point, but will only say that a holy soul, 
— one created in the image of the meek and merciful Redeemer, — has moral 
feelers of extreme susceptibility, which, by a spiritual instinct, shrink from 
contact with ambition, contention and biood. 

The truly good man can consent to suffer, but not to sin. Nor does the 
example of numbers lessen his abhorrence of strife and blood, or lull his con- 
science to sleep. He cannot "follow a multitude to do evil ;" nor can he 
commit the keeping of his conscience or soul to any human power, however 
lofty and potent. To kill your enemy, whether in personal combat, or in 
associated millions, is not to love him. 0, there is a moral majesty in love 
which rises immeasurably above all the logic of statesmen, all the thunder of 
armies and navies, or the most overwhelming tempest of iron and leaden ar- 
guments. Truth, patience, meekness and love raise a moral rampart, 
heaven-high, against which the fiery tempest of war may beat, and on which 
the crashing thunders of human wrath may burst in vain. How triumphant- 
ly the "meek and lowly" Jesus rose from the degradation of suffering, wash- 
ing off, and forever, the dust, the sweat, the spitting, the contempt, and the 
blood of his awful conflict, and arraying his brow with the glory and majes- 
ty of moral triumph. Blessed are all those who tread in his humble and 
holy footsteps. God will avenge the weak, and array with royal grandeur 
all who "overcome through the blood of the Lamb." 
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Go on, honored Brother. God bless you and all your coadjutors. The 
God of love and peace is with you, and victory is inscribed on your banner. 
The struggle is long and arduous. The foe is numerous, subtle, and 
strongly entrenched in pride, worldly wisdom, and self-confidence. But his 
strong tower will fall before the battle-axe of Jehovah. "The Lord of 
Hosts is with us." Yours, in the bonds of peace, 

Titus Coan. 

All thoughtful readers must find the foregoing letter very suggestive ; and 
we beg their special attention to some of the points it suggests : — 

1. Observe the true source of Mr. Coan's interest in the Cause of Peace, so 
deep, so steadfast, and so intensely active, the admiration of all who have wit- 
nessed it Whence came it ? From his Christian principles on the subject ; 
from his habit of looking upon war, equally with paganism itself, as utterly in- 
compatible with the gospel, a gigantic sin against God as well as against men, 
and a fearful destroyer of their interests both ' for time and for eternity. It is 
with him a question of truth and duty as a Christian ; and hence his labors for 
peace, as for the spread of the gospel, become part of his character and life- 
business. 

2. Let every Christian, more especially every minister of Christ, ask himself, 
why he has hitherto felt so little interest in this cause. Is it not just because 
he knows next to nothing about it, has never inquired into it with any care, or 
perhaps allowed himself to misconceive or entirely overlook its nature and de- 
sign ? Can you show us a single minister or follower of the Prince of Peace 
hostile or indifferent to this cause, who has ever examined it as Titus Coan has, 
and thus entered into his conceptions of what the gospel teaches on the 
subject ? 

3. It is a grave question, whether an adequate or a truly evangelical interest 
can ever be awakened in this cause without taking the strong ground of Mr. 
Coan — all war incompatible with the gospel. "We cannot now argue 
this question ; but we invite to it the serious attention of Christians, especially 
of Christian ministers. You all believe the gospel is one day to exterminate 
war from the world ; but will it ever abolish what it justifies and upholds, a 
custom consistent with its own principles ? Can the practice of war ever cease 
until Christians as a body shall come to regard it, just like duelling, as always 
wrong? 

4. If so, there is obviously a vast deal to be done in this cause. There is no 
other reform that demands anything like an equal amount of effort. 

Whence, then, shall come the labor requisite for this cause ? We see that 
Mr. Coan, amid all the multiplicity of his arduous duties, perhaps thrice as 
great as the average for Christian pastors here, has still found time to study 
and plead the cause of Peace with a zeal that would tempt many a drone in 
the ministry to stigmatize him as " a man of one idea." It is an example wor- 
thy of all imitation; and can the thirty or forty thousand preachers of the gos- 
pel in our own land, or our Christian editors, authors and teachers, excuse 
themselves before the God of Peace for their general ignorance and neglect of 
this cause ? We hazard little in supposing that hardly one in ten has yet 
learned so much as the true and full alphabet of this great Christian theme ; 
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not enough to frame a respectable apology for their own indifference to its 
claims, or even to suspect themselves of being seriously wrong or deficient on 
the subject. And yet not a few among them, especially those least informed, 
imagine they understand it very well ; they know not enough about it to be 
distinctly conscious of their own ignorance ! We say this far " more in sorrow 
than in anger ;" but their long and inexcusable neglect of such a theme and such 
a cause, calls for rebuke. Every minister of Christ might have, and ought to 
have, the spirit, if not the knowledge, of Titus Coan on this subject ; and, if all 
in Christendom had, how soon would wars cease forever from every Christian 
land. 



LONDON PEACE SOCIETY. 

PROCEEDINGS AT THE LATE ANNUAL MEETING IN LONDON. 

The President, Charles Hindley, Esq., M. P., said, in opening the 
exercises, Many worldlings ridicule the persons who entertain our views on 
this war as " amiable theorists ;" but I am still of opinion, that we are per- 
fectly in the right, and that ultimately we shall be admitted to be so by the 
universal opinion of the country. I think a budget of $445,000,000, and a 
sacrifice of life, up to this period, of nearly half a million of human beings, 
ought to convince the people of the horrid character of the war to which 
we are at present committed. In the face ot every discouragement, I think 
we should adhere to the principle, that war is sinful ; and our efforts should be 
directed to indoctrinating the public mind with this principle, without con- 
tending against the specific policy of statesmen. The Peace Society may be in 
a minority at present ; but our numbers will certainly increase in proportion 
to the time which the war is continued ; and the ultimate result will be a 
deeper horror of war. I believe this effect will be produced by the incon- 
veniences and injury which the war must inflict on the whole community. 

The Report was orally given by the Secretary, Kev. Henry Richard, 
in a very effective form. As published in the Herald of Peace, it is a rich 
and able document, from which we give such extracts as our limits will 
allow, with headings of our own. 

Popular Views of the present War at its commencement. — 
It must be admitted, that this country committed itself, amid the enihusiastic 
acclamations of the great majority of the people, to the hazards of a great 
European war of indefinite extent and duration. The outbreak of hostili- 
ties was everywhere hailed with gratulation and rejoicing, as an event sure 
to redound to the honor of England, and fraught with inestimable advan- 
tages to mankind at large. The course of justice was to be vindicated. The 
liberty of the nations was to be established on a sure basis. New fields were 
to be opened for the triumph of a pure form of Christianity. Our naval 
and military supremacy was so indisputable, that our splendid armaments 
had only to show themselves in the Baltic and Black Seas, to insure the 
instant downfall of the enemy's boasted citadels, and compel him, with his 
power broken, and his pride humiliated, to sue for such terms of peace as 
British generosity might be disposed to dictate. The right was assumed to 
be so infallibly on our side, that the blessing of Heaven could not fail to wait 
upon our banners. This spirit of boundless self-confidence was universal. 



